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Ohio plans limits on gatherings 


DeWine reports 4th case 
of coronavirus in Ohio; 
Jackets ban spectators 


Max Filby and Randy Ludlow 
The Columbus Dispatch 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


After a fourth case of coronavirus 
was confirmed in Ohio on Wednesday, 
Gov. Mike DeWine announced a slew of 
new orders that the state health direc- 
tor plans to issue. 

It was not yet known what limits 
the new orders would put on the size 
of crowds, but the Blue Jackets late 
Wednesday afternoon announced that 
fans will not be permitted at its games 
indefinitely, starting 
with Thursday's contest 
against Pittsburgh. 

A 53-year-old man 
in Stark County is the 


INSIDE 


More on the 
virus and its 


impact, A2, fourth Ohio case and 
A13, A16, represents the first 
B1, B2, C1 instance of the virus 


spreading in an Ohio 
community. He was hospitalized at 
Mercy Medical Center in Canton as 
of Wednesday, said Dr. Amy Acton, 
director of the Ohio Department of 
Health. 

“Our focus right now is to support 
the care of this individual and protect 
the health of our residents,’ Canton 
health commissioner Jim Adams said. 
“The news of a COVID-19 case in our 
county is not a surprise. We have been 
planning and preparing to respond to 
cases when they occur.” 


See CORONAVIRUS, Page A4 


Colleges 
scrambling 
to go online 


Jennifer Smola 
The Columbus Dispatch 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Colleges across Ohio have sus- 
pended classes and are pivoting to on- 
line learning formats amid coronavi- 
rus concerns and Gov. Mike DeWine’s 
recommendations. 

The announcements came quickly 
Tuesday, with each college adopting dif- 
ferent timelines based on spring break 
schedules and faculty preparedness. 

Here’s a look at what the move to 
online classes means for students, 
faculty members and universities: 


See COLLEGES, Page A4 
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Lisa Salyers takes a call Wednesday in the coronovirus call center at the Ohio Department of Health building Downtown. 
Calls seeking information about COVID-19 have been growing. [BARBARA J. PERENIC/DISPATCH PHOTOS] 
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A computer screen at the Ohio Department of Health’s coronavirus call center 
shows updated information on the number of confirmed cases worldwide. 


‘Things will 
get worse, top 
doctor says 


Lisa Mascaro, Andrew Taylor, 
Martha Bellisle and Adam Geller 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 


WASHINGTON — Congress is quick- 
ly unveiling a coronavirus aid package 
while President Donald Trump is con- 
sidering a national disaster declara- 
tion for the U.S. as Washington raced 
Wednesday to confront the outbreak 
that's moving dramatically across the 
country and disrupting the daily lives 
of Americans. 

Trump planned a prime-time 
address to the nation Wednes- 
day night on the federal response. 


See DOCTOR, Page A5 


Ohio forces unite in seeking unified 


Randy Ludlow 
The Columbus Dispatch 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Cities and counties representing 
more than 85% of Ohio residents have 
agreed to join the state in seeking a uni- 
fied damages settlement with the drug 
industry over the deadly costs of opioid 
addiction. 

The “OneOhio” agreement was an- 
nounced Wednesday afternoon by At- 
torney General Dave Yost and Gov. 
Mike DeWine, who worked for months 
to persuade local governments to join 
the pursuit. 


Franklin County and Columbus were 
among the local governments that 
agreed to join the state in a bid to settle 
their litigation against the pharmaceu- 
tical industry for a payment that could 
exceed $1 billion. 

Cincinnati and Toledo were among 
the cities that did not join the state. 

“It’s a simple concept, but when we 
are united, we are stronger. OneOhio 
puts us in the best position to face the 
drug companies that did so much to 
destroy lives and communities when 
they got Ohioans hooked on their high- 
ly addictive products,” DeWine said ina 
statement. 


Yost said some com- 
munities that have not 
yet joined the effort are 
eventually expected to 
come aboard. “This is 
really an amazing out- 
pouring of support. 

“I think we are in a 
strong position for negotiations ... the 
fact we’re cooperating and the local 
goverments are at the table, I think is 
going to be a real help,” Yost added. 

Franklin County Prosecutor Ron 
O’Brien welcomed the agreement, say- 
ing it should prove attractive to drug 
manufacturers and distributors to wipe 


Yost 


opioid deal 


their court dockets clean of most litiga- 
tion from a large state with one deal. 

“Its great news for the public,” 
O’Brien said. “It allows us to be at the 
front of the line and that’ a key thing 

.. for the early return of compensation 
and damages.” 

In a statement, Columbus City Attor- 
ney Zach Klein said, “The city of Colum- 
bus is hopeful that by joining forces and 
uniting as a state, the OneOhio plan will 
bring us swifter resolution that will ul- 
timately provide much-deserved and 
needed resources to save lives.” 


See NEGOTIATION, Page A13 


Day of reckoning 


Weinstein sentenced to 
serve 23 years in prison, A3 


No easy conversion 


Adapting Stephen King’s books 
to screen is frightening task, B6 


Weather 


High 63 | Low 43 
Forecast, B12 
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